An ST placement on a gastroenterology firm can be a valuable experience for a GP trainee. You will be exposed to patients with many conditions commonly seen in general practice such as inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), peptic ulcer disease, upper GI cancer, and complications of cirrhosis. As in primary care a significant proportion of the work is related to diseases caused by excess alcohol consumption and this is on the rise.
Gastroenterology inpatients are often sick and have complex medical needs. Many patients will have a very poor prognosis or terminal disease so you will work frequently with palliative care services and care for dying patients. Young patients with IBD often need further explanations, information, and a chance to express anxieties following a busy consultant ward round. Your role in this regard can be invaluable.
Gastroenterology jobs tend to be busy but you will learn lots and develop many skills along the way. Here are a few tips to help you get started. 
